
Handout: Roles and Responsibilities 
Professional Behaviour 

When working in early childhood education and care services, it is essential to conduct ourselves               

appropriately, to support the health and safety needs of children and young people. To do this, we need to 

be reflective practitioners and continuous learners where we take time to grow through reflecting and      

improving our knowledge about ourselves. By identifying and reflecting on any of our conflicting values and 

beliefs. We have a duty of care to uphold to ensure the wellbeing, health and safety of children and young 

persons. We need to communicate effectively and be consistent, trustworthy, respectful, ethical, equitable 

and confidential in our behaviour. We need to communicate assertively and confidently. 

As early childhood educators and staff working with children, we need to be aware of our responsibilities 

within current legislation and current research and practice. We need to maintain our knowledge and skills. 

The following responsibilities can include; 

• Being aware of and keeping current in mandates such as legislation, codes, principles, standards,    

current research, theories and practices 

• Implementing practices that support and protect children and young people. 

• Understanding, following and reviewing the services policies and procedures for a child-safe             

environment and identifying, responding to and reporting of risk of harm.  

• Understand the importance of early intervention and how to work with other prescribed bodies and 

what their roles are. 

• Being observant and aware of the indicators of harm 

• How to respond appropriately 

 

It could be helpful to understand why harm occurs and the associated risk and protective factors. Could 

your service conduct a situational analysis on the needs of the community, to find where support is needed 

or can be accessed to help prevent harm and protect children? Are there anyways you can educate your 

stakeholders concerning their responsibilities of risk of harm and how to support children to have a safe 

community? 
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