
Forms, Definitions and Statistics on Harm  

Abuse and Neglect 

Many countries and regions have different definitions due to different factors including, individual beliefs, 

values, and cultural practices. The International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect  

decided to compare definitions from 58 countries and found the following commonalities as a definition 

by the World Health Organisation (WHO); 

 

“Child abuse or maltreatment constitutes all forms of physical and/or emotional ill-treatment, sexual 

abuse, neglect or negligent treatment or commercial or other exploitation, resulting in actual or potential 

harm to the child’s health, survival, development or dignity in the context of a relationship of                   

responsibility, trust or power.” 

 

Significant harm definition 

Agreed policy definition of significant harm 

What is meant by "significant" is sufficiently serious to warrant a response by a statutory authority,          

irrespective of a family's consent. 

  

It is not minor or trivial, and may reasonably be expected to produce a substantial and demonstrate ably 

adverse impact on the child's or young person's safety, welfare, or wellbeing. 

In the case of an unborn child, what is significant is not minor or trivial and may reasonably be expected 

to produce a substantial and demonstrably adverse impact on the child. It can be a single act omission or 

an accumulation  

 

The law defines a child to be at risk of significant harm if concerns exist for the safety, welfare or well-

being of the child or young person because of the presence to a significant extent of any one or more of 

the following circumstances; 

• Basic physical or psychological needs are not meet or at risk of not being met; 

• Parents/caregivers not arranged, unable and or unwilling to arrange necessary  medial care; 

• Parents/caregivers not arranged, unable and or unwilling to arrange school education with Education 

Act 1990 

• At risk of being physically or sexually abused or ill-treated; 

• Living in a household where incidents of domestic violence and as a consequence at risk of physical or 
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Emotional
59%

The definitions of harm and neglect provided by Child protection Australia 2017-18 (AIHW, p88) are as 
follows; 
 

Neglect 
When a child doesn’t receive the basic needs essential for healthy growth and for physical and emotional 
development  such as food, clothing, shelter, medical and dental care and adequate supervision and care 
from parent or caregiver. 
 

Sexual  
 An act by a person having the care of a child that exposes the child to, or involves the child in, sexual   
processes beyond his or her understanding, or contrary to accepted community standards. 
 

Psychological/ Emotional  
Any act by a person having the care of a child that results in the child suffering any kind of significant  
emotional deprivation or trauma. Children affected by exposure to family violence are also included in this 
category.  
 

Physical  
Any non-accidental physical act inflicted upon a child by a person having the care of a child.  
 

The following are some visual summaries of child protection statistics across Australia for the period of 
2017-2018 provided by Child protection Australia 2017-18 (AIHW, pv).  
 

In 2017–18, about 159,000 children aged 0–17 received child protection services (an investigation, care 
and protection order or out-of-home care placement). This equates to a rate of 28.7 per 1,000 children.  
 

More than half (56%) of these children were the subject of an investigation only, and were not               
subsequently placed on a care and protection order or in out-of-home care. A small proportion (7%) of 
children were involved in all 3 components of the system.  
 

Nearly three quarters (72%) of children receiving child protection services were repeat clients—that is, 
the children had been the subject of an investigation, care and protection order, and/or out-of-home care 
placement in a previous financial year.  
 

In 2017–18, the rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children receiving child protection services 
was 163.8 per 1,000 Indigenous children, 8 times the rate for non-Indigenous children (19.7 per 1,000).  
 
         1 in 35 children received  
         child protection services 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Forms, Definitions and Statistics on Harm (continued) 

Emotional abuse 

being the most 

common 
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